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The eforts to obatruet it having failed, the meet-
ing caled by George Baucroft, George Douglass,
Geo. B. Butler and other Democrats who supported
Mr. Buchenan's election, to protes} againet the
forcible imposition of the Lecompton Coustitution
upon Kansas, will be held to-night at the Academy
of Musie, Fourteenth street, and will be cartainly
sddressed by the Hon. FREDERICK P. STANTON,
late Secretary of Kansas, removed by the President
for calliug aa Extra Seasion of the recognized
Territorial Legislature to provide for a legal
aod peaceful manifestation of the popular
repugoance to the ocourse of Calhoun, Hen-
dsreon & Co., desigued to force upon Kausas a
framework of government she loathed, the work
of men whom she abhorred as usurpers and im-
postors. There will be other speskers, but Mr.
STANTON, a fervid nud effective orator, is the man
whom the People will assemble to hear. Those
who ge early will obtain comfortable seats, with the
best oppoitunities to see and hear. The meeting is
called by Democrats, but will be attended by Free-
mea irreapective of party. It will probably be the
fargest, as it will surely be the most important, po-
Litical gathering of the season. i

——————e

That Ward's Inland job was stopped last mght,
the Aldesmen voling to rescind the resolutions
of Isst year directing the purchase. Pick-
ings mmounting to seversl thoussnd dollars, it is
belieied, were contingent upon the completion of
s bargain.  Since the exposure of the Lowber
tmde, the City Fathers sre less spxious to
purchuse real estats.

-

We shall not be jolly over our Turk—the Alder-
men back out, and all preparations for his recep-
tion bave been suspended. That little obstacle in
the Charter about appropriating money for celebra:
tiors conld not be dodged. The Turkish Admirs!
will therefore escape au intolerable bore, and un-
doubtediy find in private hospitality all the lionizing
he can desire,

- - ‘ — -

Those ambitious speculators who are tryiug to
remove the steamboat laodings for the benefit of
up-town property, will observe that Jersey City
oders ample accommodations at very light expense.
It the boate must move, it is pretty certain that
tiey will go acroas the river rather than to the
i i jeéT Part of our own eity.

-

Oar Aldermen lust night put through the Tax
Levy for 1EGS, smounting to oearly &=,500,000
There was & sharp contest ou the itew of F10,000

to be given to Pervando Wood, but it wes kepl o
by a striet party vote—iDta 7. The Qpposi
then attempted to ada S1L000 ty repny the 1%
Connibeiviacia for bahiig Wood fa the Codits,
bi {hat was of Couree dGefoated, Pecsius U ng

olaime aguinst the ity will ploase observe that
w”ﬁ'h.lmhrw«l‘n the oaly resson
why the Tax Levy has been delayed. Had the
friends of the ex-Mayor made this a separate bill,
the regular Levy might have been adopted weeks
ago, and the public creditors would have got their
money. As it is, the bill (if Mayor Tiemaun does
pot veto it) will get to Albany perhaps by the 25th
inst.; but bow long do the Democratic Aldermen
imagine it will take their friends to force this
$10,000 down the msjority of the Legislatura?
Men who are forced to sell their claina sgainst the
city at a heavy discount, while there is an abund-
auce money in the Treasury, will note who it is
that is keeping them out of their juat dues.
-— ‘-—_——-

The steamship Nisgara, with threa days' later
news from Europe, now fully due, had not arrived
at Halifsx st 74 o'clock yesterday evening, when
the telagraph lines stopped working east of Bangor.

Pt TR

In Cosxumess yeaterday, the Senate passed, by
the close vote of 26 to 25, that aection of the Army
hill which proposes to add two companies to each
of the present regiments. The incresse was
limited to two years, which Mr. Hale considered a
sheer illusion. Resolutions making sppropriations
for printing the opinions of the Supreme Court in
the Dred Scott ease were reported and passed.
An smendment thereto to the effect that in printing
the opinions the Senate did not mean to indorse the
doctrines which they sdvanced was voted down,
only the Republicans supporting it.

In the Housg, Mr. Stanton of Ohio reported
a quertion which had been ssked Mr. J. W. Wol-
cott by the Lawrence & Stone Investigating Com-
mittee, with Mr. Wolcott's answer, which the
Cowmittee deem evasive and unsatisfactory. They
therefore demand s warrant to bring Mr. W. before
the House, an in contempt of its authority. This,
after a desultory debate, was agree to, and Mr.
Waleott will be arraigned this morning. The Spe-
cial Committee on the Kansas message was an-
nounced by the Spesker. [Its constitution is com-
wented upon elsewhere,

=
The House of Representatives, by the fullest vote
ever given therein on any legixlative queation, has
deliberately ordered sn investigation into all the eir-
cumstances preceding hnd governing the formation
of the Lecompton Constitution for Kunsss, Its
whole sction on thie matter unmistakably implies
» convietion, on the part of the majority, that said
Constitution should be accepted snd ratified by
Congress only in case it is proved to have emanated
from the People of Kansas and to be aceceptable to
& majority of thew. A minority of the House in-
sisted thet no investigation wes needed—that the
essent of the People of Kansas was immaterial —
that Congress should aeccept this Constitution aty
bow, and let the P'eople of Kansss change it as
they see fit. This view was urged with desperate
pertinacity, but it was overruled, and the House
ordered the investigation, leaving the selection of a
Committes, ag usunl, to the Speaker, who yester-
dny aunounced it as follows:

Tromas L. Hangis, (Douglas Dem, ), of Hlinola,
Alezander H. Stephens, (Lecompton Dem.), of Georgin
Justix 8, Mornirt, (Republican), of Yermont.,
dohm Letcher, {Loacompton Dem. ), of Virginia
Euwann Wapr, (Republiean,) of Obio.

John A, Quitman, {Locompton Dem. ), of Miss.
Warren Wiawoe, (Lecompton Dem.), of N. C.
Huxny BEsxetT, (Republican), of N, York.

Davip § Warsripar, (Republican), of Michigan,
Jamrs Berrisvows, (Republican), of Massachuselts,
Willicm F. Hussell, (Lecompton Dem.), of N. Y.
Alison White, (Lecompton Dem.), of Pennsylvania.
Garsky W, Angaiy, (Douglas Dem. ), of N. J.
Thomas L. Anderson, (Locompton Am.), of Missouri.
Jokn W, Stevenson, (Lecompton Dem.), of Kentucky.

Eioht Members of this Committes have done
their utmost to defeat the investigation which the
House has ordered, while but scren have favorad
that investigation. Col. Orr in effect gives Mr.
Stephens the control of this important Committee,
knowing him to be intensely hostile to its objects
and ite erestion. Mr. Stephens, with the hearty
sympathy of the Spesker, did his utmost to defeat
the raising of this Committee; but the House or-
dered it in spite of him; and now Col. Orr, as
Speaker, gives Mr. Stepheus a wajority ou the
Committee—in effect telling him to frustrate and
smother the investigation which he fuiled to pre-
vent.

We do not believe the Lecomptonites will gain
anything, at last, by this violation of all Parlia
wentary rule and courtesy; but it imposes on their
opponents iu the House sn obligation of incessant
watchiuluess,  Should & dozen anti-Lecompton
Members shsent themselves for n few days, there
is no security that Stephens may not abruptly
close the investigation, report the bill and rush it
through (that is, iuto and out of) Committer of the
Whole, and try to put it forthwith on its passage
under the gerew of the Previous Question, The
tepublican who is absent unpaired for a single day
henceforth, umtil the fate of the Calhoun eon-
trivance is sealed, in effect betraya his constitnents
and exposes the cause of Free Kausas to an igno-
winious defeat. Emphatically in this case is
+ Kternal vigilance the price of Liberty,”

We have, from time to time, called attention to
the sitempts in progress in the cotton-growing
States for the revival of the African slave-trade,
When, pending the discussion of the Kansas-Ne-
braska bill, we suggested that the next demand of
the slave-driving purty would probably be the
revival of that infamous trafiic, that suggestion was
received on the part of the Northern journals in the
slaveholding interest as a pieca of malice 8o extrav-
agaut and absurd, as to carry its own refutation
with it. The correctoess of our anticipations was,
however, speedily realized. No sooner was the
Kansas usurpation fairly under way. no soomer
have the Nortnern Democrats hissed the dirt under
the feet of the Border-Ruffian invaders of that Ter-
ritory, than several of the Southern legislatures
began to tnrn their attention to the revival of the
African slave-trade as & pecessary complement to
the Kansae-Nebraskapolicy,  For how was Kansas
to be supplicd with slaves unless the price
was 8o reduced as to ensble that and other new
Western Territories to be peopled by &lave laborers,
without being obliged to compete with the cotton-
growers '—a competition which, while it still left
Kunsss practically s Free-Labor State, might,
nevertleless, il]f‘ll!l\l'hiru”‘\' raise the pl’il't‘ which
the cotton-growers would have to pny. The idea
of the price of field-bands eetting up to five
thousand dollars a besd might be sgrecable enough
o l:u:\-l.mn-r Wiseand the slivebreeders of Virginia,
but in ﬁ-:nr‘:‘lh, .‘H&l‘il_t’-].pi_ Touisiony and Texas
that prospect was not s pleasing.

The ﬁ"_' Fuggestion was to get a repeal of the
laws prohibiting the African slave-trade, Congress
hind h.'reu persuaded to repeal the Missouri Com-
promise, and why not these Inws aleo? But it was
soou secu that, in estyiuz out this programme,

: bare 10 be sncountered—
wok frow the Nurthern Dewoceacy, whose pliability

seriols o he WOl

ou the hawsas-Nebrasha question lofy m'ih.ag to be

feared in that quarter, but from the slave-breeding
interest of the northern tier of Blave States, whose
prospect of getting the price of good haads up to
fire thousand dollars the revival of the African
alave-trade would indefinitely postpone.

Meanwhile, some enterprising citizens of Miseis-
sippi—a State in which the art of getting round,
creeping through or running over the most ex-
press legislative acta is pretty well understood—
have taken a hint from that eminent demoorst and
philenthropist, Louis Napoleon, to revive the slave-
trade on their own hook, without sy necesaity of
any appeal to Cougress in the matter. A certam
Mr. Hughes of that Btate has, it seems, been in
correspondence with ‘& number of bighly intelli-
“gent and practical geotlemen now in the slave-
“ trade "—whether resident on the coast of Afriea
or in the City of New-York does not appear—
the result of which correspondence has been an
application to the Legialature of Misaissippi to in-
corporste a compsuy for the bringing into that
State of ‘' pative African negroes,” ‘' bound
“and obligated by negotiable labor obligs-
“tions to work and serve for the benefit
““of the holders or owners of the waid Is-
“ bor obligations for the full term of tweaty-nine
“yearn,” These * native African negroes” it is
proposed to procure, after the French fashion in-
troduced or patronized by Louir Napoleon, by pur-
chasing them on the River Congo, or wherever else
they can be had on the Cosst of Afriea for the least
money. It might be asked, would not the impor-
tation of these Africans, thus purchased, be a vio-
Istion of the acts of Congress prohibiting the im-
portation of slavesa? To this it is replied—taking
sdvantage of a distinetion which has at times been
a good deal relied upon by the opponents of Slavery
—that slaves are not property only, net merely
chnttels, but they are also persons, aod as such ca-
puble of volition,

Under the laws of Congress, as they now stand, it
would not, secording to the argument of those who
propose to enter on this new African enterprise, beat
all ecessary to resort to the feteh of bringing in their
pative Africans ssindentured laborers. Though the
scts of Coogress prohibit the importation of
shaves—that is to say, their involuntary srrival
here—there is nothing in those acts, so it is alleged,
to probibit their voluntary migration hither. The
presumption, indeed, might be, that being slaves
they were not voluntary immigrants; but this pre-
sumption, it is thought, might be set deide by na
examination of the slave separate and apart from
hix master, in snalogy to the separate examination
of the wife who signs a deed, in order to ascertain
that it wee not done by coercion of her husband.
The fuct that the slaves came voluntarily being
thus estublished, their coming would then be
perfectly lawful,  With such Judges as they havein
Misaissippi, sided by skillful iuterpreters—since
these native Africans could hardly be expected to
spesk English, especially if a good sound Ameri-
can rawhide, having previously been exercised
on the back of the African to be ex-
amined, should, pending the examination,
be hung up in plain sight over the Judge's head—
this echeme might succeed perfectly well.  There
is & possibility, however, that Congress might take
upon itself to_prohibit this voluntary arrival of in-
voluntary laborers. It is by way of having two
strings to the bow; it is to be prepared agniost any
such emergency, that the indentures for twenty-
nine years are suggested, These iudentures, it is
maintained, will change the native Africans who
sign them from slaves into voluntary laborers, and
the arrival of such voluntary laborers, Congress, it
is alleged, oeither has prohibited nor has the con-
stitutional power to prohibit, * It is completely
** and sbeolutely beyond the jurisdietion of Cou-
*t gress, and completely and abaolutely within the
¢ jurisdiction of the States slone.” Itis **an un-
“ delegated sovercign State right,” rendered by
the course of events ** inexpressibly dear and in-
* caleulably useful.” For this point the Dred
Seott case is quoted with great emphasis, That
case decides that the only two provisions in the
Federal Constitution, referring to Africans, treat
them ns property, which it is the duty of the
Federal Government te protect, and that in any
other character than in that of property Congress
has no right to legislste concerning them. As
voluptary  immigrants, under indentures to
serve for the trifling  period of twenty.
pine years, these untive Africans would be
exclugively objectsa of State  legislation, to
be admitted or not st the plessure of the State;
nor, once thus admitted, would there be any diffi-
enlty in the way of converting them by State legis-
lation back into elaves, This is another point de-
¢ido 1 by the Dred Seott case, aeeording to which
the States pussess sn exclusive and unlimited
power to fix the status of the negroes resident
among them, short, that is, of meking them eitizens
of the United States. It is accordingly proposed
by these Missisaippi philanthropists, after having
evaded the laws of the United States by bringing in
these native Africans purchased on the River Congo,
or «isewhere, in the character of indentured laborers
bound to serviee for a term of years, to proceed in
due time, by virtue of the power vested in the
States to determine the status of the negroes resi-
dent nmony them, to ** elevata” these indentured la-
borers into Slavery, to give, instead of 8 warrantee
of the comforts to be had on a Mississippi cotton
plantation, for the pitiful term of twenty.nine
years, a warrantee of the like comforts to them and
their posterity furever. It is not, however, pro-
poeed to complete immediately this act of munifi-
cenee, this valnable gift as well to ** the holders of
« the lsbor obligations " as to the native Africans.
What is wanted at the present moment is *‘the
« gpen supply of African labor."”  The Mississippi-
sus of the present day can afford to be satisfind
with repudiating the obligations of the State. Satis-
fied with that honor, they may be coutent to leave
to those to come after them the privilege of deal-
ipg in the ssme way with the obligntions of indi-
dividuale. “ A single act of the Legislature ten or
« twenty years hence can do that.” It will be suffi-
ciept for the Mississippians of the present day to
Lave proved their philanthropy by furnishing the
means to purchase those native Africans and to
bring them to the United States ss ** voluntary
laborers.” They can safely leave it to the Missis-
sippians of the future to complete this act of
beneficence by reconverting, iu due time, thess
voluntary laborers into slaves. There is, indeed,
snother strong reason for delaying this consumma-
tion. While on the cotton plantations these in-
deptured servants for twenty-nine years will serve
every purpose of slaves; they will belp to swell
the representation of Mississippi in Cougress by
counting the same 33 so many freemen, thus not
werely adding to the wealth, but to the political
power of their masters.

Such is the scheme now before the Mississippi
’A';...L"urp‘ To judge from the zeal with which
President Buchsnan supporia the Lecompton swia-

dle, Le, af least, wmay be conlidealy relied upou Lo

give the whole support of his official position to-
ward carrying it out.

That active and efficieat body, the Board of Edu-
cation, has just iseued 8 somewhat expensive volume
of sbout 450 pages, decomimated ‘‘ Fifteenth
Annual Report.” Though prettily stamped on the
outside with the figurea 1857 (probably to show
that it has tried to keep up with the times), the
Fifteenth Annual Report is a year behind the time,
being in point of fact the report for the year 1856.
Whether the publication of this important work
waa purposely delsyed, in order that the constitu-
ents of ita authors should not find them out and re-
ward their merits in apits of their modesty, or
whether it is intended as a specimen of the prompt
itude with which those guardians of our destinies
do their business, is a matter on which all light is
denied us, But though this headless, hurry-seurry
community may think the report out of date, stale
and unprofitable, they cannot eall it flat, for it lite-
rally teems with lively facta.

The law authorizes Ward Schools for children
snd Normal Schools for teachers; but it seems that
these devoted gentlemen, not being satisfied with
spending the public money in that way, have con-
trived a daily Normal School for those intending
to become teachers. A part of the plan was, that
“ certsig pupila” (probably the niesea aad
nephews of the (‘ommissioners), for coming thess
and being educated gratis, and occasionally playing
st tenchers, should receive a malary of 25 per
annum. As it was found thas they could spend all
the money the Controller would give them without
resorting te this, the Commissiopers gave up this
+part of the plan,” and contented themselves with
employiag teachers to the tune of about $25a pupil,
for what in the Ward Sohools costs about $8. The
eschool, however, proved a failure for want of
pupils, and bad to be bolstered up by removing the
restriction that it should be for thoee intending to
become teachers, Notwithstandirg this liberality,
Young America declined to come in without ths
$25, and the report sadly remsrka that without
i thet, the privileges of the sehool have not been
i sought with the eagerness which was anticipated
¢ and desired.”

But the report discovers a bright spot—in fact,
kindles into a glow. over the consumption of fuel—
the increased expenditure for which it informs us
is ** moderate and satisfactory.” The cost of fuel
in 1852 was, for the Public School Society, less than
#5,000—for the Board of Education leas than
§5,000—while the number of pupils was 42,000,
The cost of fuel in 1556 appears to have been
£24,126, while the number of pupils was but
44,000, For about the same number of pupils, we
are therefore paying little leas then double the
smount paid four years sgo. Add to this the fact
that fuel was s great deal cheaper in 1556 than in
1852, and that coal has to o great extent taken the
place of the old wood atoves, and it becomes ap-
parent that when the report speaka of the increassd
expenditure as  ** moderate and satisfactory,” it
wesns ' moderate™ for the Board of Edueation
and “‘satisfactory ™ to the contractor and inspector
of fuel. .

But alas, the increase for supplies **is very un-
satisfactory.” Nobody seems to kmow why, not
even the Committee on Supplies, The Board ot
Education buys all the supplies, and doles them out
to the schools, and keeps everybody on short al-
lowance, and yet the increase (a favorite word in
this report) mounta from 60,223 to $73,837 in a
single year, while the number of pupils i less in-
stead of greater. The repoit does not inform us
who the contractors were, nor whether it was the
quantity or the price which increased, nor whether
the Board of Edueation paid wore for supplies
than anybody else did, nor whether any extravs-
gance was ever stopped or even inquired into—all
of which questions would have required but short
replivs, and the repliea would have been quite as
interesting as the list of  young gentlemen” who
patronize the Free Academy.

It i bumorously stated that one object in annu-
sily publishing the report is that *'it affords to the
“new Board some degree of benefit from the expe-
“ rience of their predecessors.” With such advan-
tages, the Board of Education ought to have become
about perfect, and at any rate should have left noth-
ing undope. Let us sce what it says of itself:
“'The suhbject of a census for the children of this
 City who do not attend any school has been for
“ several years before the Board.” 'The City Sa-
perintendent ** guve his opinion in favor of some
action,” aud the Board, in November, 1534, ** di-
“rected the appointment of & Committee, who
**made a report on the 22d of the same month, but
“‘the year closed without the consummation of the
‘“‘measure.”  Another Committee reported in favor
of 8 censns in 1566, ** but it was presented too late
* for final action,” snd ** the measure thereiore re-
maine unsccomplished.”  Besides, it scems that,
with » maes of false and fictitious statistics, ** oo
** return i8 made of the number of children actually
“tanght.”

++ Efficient laws have been passed for subjecting
“ to the public care children whose best interests
«+ ure sacrificed by their nstural gusrdians,” which,
#s we know without the aid of the Board of Edu-
cation, are, like most of the laws in this City, &
dead letter.  Yetitis really refreshiog to be in-
formed that, while we are paying over $1,000,000
per annum to elevate the masses by education, these
lsws ** must remain inoperative until some syatem i
* matured by which such of these children as are
*+ destirwte shall have schools opened to them; for,
« practically, our Ward Schoole are unavailable to
* that class.” Over one million a year for educa-
cation, and, * practically,” uo schools for the 30,000
children who veed them most’ The Board of
Fducation is, indeed, au *efficient arm ™ of our
Government, aud this report, though not very
beueficial to the new Board, who went out of office
the day after it was published, is still Lkely to be
quite interssting to tax-payers and citizens
generally.

The increass in the current expenses of the
schools between 1554 and 1556 was * more than
“ forty-one per cent,” and general rules and regula-
tions are the only limitation which can be imposed
on the Ward Boards, yet ‘it cannot be denied
++ that the Board of Education has thoroughly dis-
s pharged its duty in the epactment of general rules
 and regulations.” ** The amount paid for teach-
ars’ salames lor the year 1556 was forty-eight per
s eept. larger than for 1554;" snd this incresse, it
appesrs, ** was ot only aided, but stimulated and
s onrried to excesa by injudicious by-laws of the
 Hoard of BEducation.” + Having been found im-
s practiesble and injurions, the by-laws were re.
+ pesled on the 21st of March, 1555, and the Ward
Boards bave been allowed to do just aa they please
ever siloe.

We pass over numerons smaller matters—such
ax the (ot that the Board s paying reat without
kivwing what is in the lesses: and, indeed, iatwo
cases, pryiug b wleog juese iy feneoa to believg it

is pot legally due. But can soy stronger commen-
tary be written ou any public body—our Bowrd of
Aldermen not excepted—than the Board of Educa-
tion haa furnished upon iteelf in ‘his documeat?

** Great is the truth,” sayasn old masim, ‘‘sad
it will prevail "—provided, always, we bey loave to
add, if you can get st it. Truth erushad te earth
will rise again. That was the deliberately ex-
pressed opinion of Mr. Bryant, who weat to the
trouble of putiing his sentiment into verss oft
quoted. But suppose that Truth turns out a mers
fiy-awsy and hide-and-go-seeker, so that the false
cannot get at her to erush her, or meanders in such
mazy regions and intricate labyrinths that evea if
she should be laid upon ber back, the verscious
wenld not be able to find her, to pour @il into Ber
wounds and to set her upon her venerable pins
again? We think it was Voltaire who said that
falsehood had its charms. The philosopher should
base lived here and now. Then he would have
bad the satisfaction of bebolding the ancient Preai-
dent of this Republir, together with the fower of
his chivalry, doing everything poasible to promote
Falsehood, to legislate upon detected and notorious
ies, snd to keep poor Truth as recumbent as
if the pyramid of Cheops rested upon her geatle
bosom. And he might have enjoyed a atill purer
tritmph if he could bave attended the meeting
of the Committee on Ferries in this city on
Wednesday last. We bave a vast respect for an
ignorsmus, except when be is called as s wituess.
We have a compassion for mnemonic shortnsss, ex-
cept when the dissbility bas esidently been sell-
incurred. If a gentleman says to us that be eannot
recollect a date, 8 number, or an ordinary oreur-
rence, we pity and pardon him. Very respectable
persons sre said to have forgotten their own named.
ut Mr. Now-mi.ricordo upou the stand is a very
suspicious personsge, and should mot be let off
lightly. The pumber of those who kflow nothing
after they have been sworn to tell the truth and the
whole truth is rapidly increaaing; and if the oblivion
which prevails in the present is to be proportion-
stely darkened in the future, we may just as well,
and at once, strike out from dictionariea such words
as “‘evidence,” * testimony " and * perjury.”

Bomebody has squatted upon the Battery. Some-
body has there, without leave or license, construct-
ed a pier; and from that pier the Staten [sland
Ferry Company is running its boats. Now, this
proceeding, however ereditable in no architectural
point of view, and however much it may have
tended to the embellishment of Whitehall street,
and of the poor Battery, which is sadly in need of
a *fixing up,” waa nevertheless s fraud upon the
eity, and one caleulated to keep money out of the
treasury, now so painfully depleted. It is, how-
ever, a singuler circumstance that nobody thought
of making any fuss sbout the business until the
pier was completed, and the Company was in full
possession. This is always the case. When our
beat herse has frotted off, with bis unscrupulous
b appropriator in the saddle, we buy the biggest luck
we can find and put it upon the barn-door. So,
after the Company had been comfortably ensconced
for two years, some civic magnate, taking, per-
hape, s Sunday stroll in that vicinity, discovered
Mr. George Lsw's ferry-boats, and imposing
wooden gate, and illicit pier. Now there is, of
course, to be an inveatigation.

So upon Wednesday the Ferry Committes sent
for the witnesses, First came Mr. Jacob Smith,
leasee of the Ferry Company, This gentleman
was exceedingly forgetful. He declared in the be-
ginning that ** it was of no use to swear him;" acd
this was probably the most truthful remark which
be made during his exsmination. He was like the
beggar-boy in ** Bleak House,” who ** didn't know
nothink.” He did vot know when the Staten
Inland ferry-boats began to run.  He did pot know
when the pier was built, He was K. N, from sole
to scalp. What an unsophisticated Jacob Bmith !
His numerous relations have reason to be proud of
bim.

Then advanced Mr. George Law, King of Steam-
boats, Lord of Railways, and lately The Herald's
candidate for the Presidency of the [United Btates.
He took the osth with cheerful alacrity. He ad-
mitted, to begin with, that he was President of the
Ferry Compauy. But after that he became very
cloidy and oblivious. He did not know who built
the pier, nop yet when it was built. He did not
know that it wae a violation of law to establish the
ferry. He was in a condition of profound ignorance
coucerning & title (if he has one) to secure which
he without deubt paid a tall pile of money! Who
eredits this! The Committee did not; we do not;
the publie will not. Mr. Law undoubtedly does
koow when, by whom and in what way the pier
was constructed; and we do not think it at all
reputable for a man of his standing thus to quibble
and prevarieate, if not do worse. He is the owner
of several highly valuable franchises. But these
are not s whit more sacred than the property of
the City in the Battery. If his rights should be
attacked, bow would he relish s sudden loss of
memory on the part of his chief witnesses

The Committee, in despair, turned sgain to Mr.
Jacob Smith.  **Mr. Smith," said an Alderman,
“ we think you could tell us something about the
* pier and ferry if you were inclined.” Mr. Smith
replied (being still in the **dou’t know nothink”
wood), I dou't know anything at all about it.”
Now, who does know anything about it* There is
the pier. How did it get there ! Did it drop from
Hesven! Did it rise from the sea, like some
islaude? Was it the work of invisible bandas'
Was it erected in the stilly night by benevolont
fairies in love with Mr. George Law ' Was it the
production of the cornl insect? When it was con-
strueted was the work dooe secretly and in silence *
Did no hammer fall, no ponderous suvil ring *  Did
all st unce the mighty structure spring ?

We di not pretend to know much shout the
motives of those who bave iustituted this nvestiga-
tiop. They mwy have a lurge bundle of private
azes to grind, for anything we know to the con-
trary. But we do think, 1. That ferry privileges
should remain forever under the control of the
eity, awd that no Company should be sllowed to
«tart one upou its own hook; 2. That the city land
sod adjscent waters belong to the city, and that
the squatting system will work better in Minnesota
than in New-York; and 5. That when a witneas is
summoned before’ a Municipal Cowmmittee, he
sbould, bowever feeble way be his moral sense,
 madie an effort " to tell the truth.

The Herald commits itsell in s eriticiam on Neal
[ow as follows:

*“ He returns bere, and finds some States with, some
without, Probibitory laws: but the only difference be-
twecn the two, in reepect of drinking, is that where
the Prohibitory law i3 in force, theﬂliquor drank iy
usunly bad of s kind. The law is found to deteriorats
the qusiity of the liquor drurk under it in the precise
proportion that it increases the quantity. Fa Maine,
fia s eovwirymen vow drink wove bad rem, and smn,
3t er poizons, em they prer did before

—As Mawg Las ng Fookibitory Law, acd Sas had

bas bere m._l& ika fool im it
L1

The Union, in its cvmments on the refurence by
the House of Represantatives of the Prosidestsy
Kansas Message to & Comnittae of Inquiry, makey
« statement as to the object and umtent of the Kea.
sss-Nebraska act, which we do not remember o
bave met with befors. That set, we a7¢ told, way
8 * solemn international pledge = for lesving Kua.
san to be filled up by “* nateral immigrat.on,” sad
that to these natural immigranta, frse from Sutside
interfereace or agitation, should be left the qwetion
of Slavery. [If such was the intent sad meanieg of
the act, it was unfortunate, to say fhe least, fhat
some such provision was not mserted i it.  Thesy
was nothing in the letter of the sot to preveal the
people of New-Eugland or of aay other State from
undertaking the colonization of Kanaas, either io-
dividually or in companies; nothing whatever which
roserved to the inhabitants of the nighboring eoun-
ties of Missouri the exclusive right of settliag in
KEansas. Are we to understand The Umion to go
the leogth of maintaining that the New-Eogiaod
company which plaoted the tows of Lawrence had
o right to make that settlement? and that the Free-
State settlers generally are intruders whom the
good people of Missouri were perfectly right in
drivirg from the ballot-boxes; whom the Territo-
rial Legislature were justified in disfranchising;
to whom the Lecompton Cooventicn very properiy
refused the privilege of passing upon the Lecomp-
ton Constitution; and whom the Cougress of tha
United States ought to refuse to recognize a4 form-
ing a part, and the larger part, of the people of the
Territory !

At the time, no pretenses of this sort were set
up. The proposition. whea first suggestod, that
the friends of Freedom throughout the eountry
should codperate to secure among the emigrants to
Kansas a free-labor majority, was admitted evea at
the South to be unexteptionable. After the slave-
holders have been thoroughly beaten in this compe-
tition of their own inviting, sfter they have beea
foiled in their attempts by force and violence to
drive the Free-State men out of the Territory, we
find the monstrous pretense set up that it was part
of & solemn interpational pledge of the Ksasss-
Nebraska act that no organized immigration into
the Territory was to beallowed. The U'mion means,
we conclude, no organized immigration from the
Free States; inasmuch sa it cannot but be aware that,
long before the Kansas- Nebrasks bill had paseed,
extensive organizations had already been formed in
Missouri for rushing into the Territory and getting
the control of it. But this, we suppose in the view
of The Union, is nothing more than ** natursl

immigration."”

We regard the opinion that with Kansss, Oregon
Union, the queation of a Free State preponderance
will be forever settled, as a crude and unfounded
jndgment. It is true that, if they should be now
admitted, the Free States would have a majority of
three or four in the Confederacy. But when this
is done, and Washington shall become s State, and
a State shall be made on the western boundery of
Minnesots, from what quarter are future Free
States to come! ‘The idea is delusive that be-
cause we may get a momentary preponderance, that
preponderance is likely to bd perpetual. We
M‘ our uﬂ'l’-!lll'l.lillﬂ critics to remember M
while we are limited on our Northern side, (he con-
templated additions of territory upon our Bouthern
border are quite boundless, and that Slavery is to
be the rule in all. At the present moment we have
Cuba and Central America on hand, while ssother
slice of Mexico awaits only the purchasing.

Aside ffom these countries, whose annexstion
must be pronounced imminent, are we not con-
stantly told that the process of absorption by us
toward the South is going on, and that it will be
extended indefinitely; and is there not good reason
for the belief !  Beaides, is not New-Mexico ripens
ing into & Slave State? Is not the new Territory
of Arizons, just springing inte being, to form yet an-
other; and does not the right exist by for
the carving of three additional Slave States from the
Territory of Texas? [Upon what greund of sober
Jjudgment, then, is it confidently announced that the
battle of Slavery is already fought and won, and
that a future unequivocal preponderance is to re-
main with the Free Statea? We fear there is no
more solid basia for the conclusion than an over
sanguine expectation, growing out of rosy views of
the future, for which no warrant is to be found
either in the history of the past or in the present;
state of the country.
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Although Comonfort has been, by the desertion
of his troops, obliged to abandon Mexico, the clergy
and the revolters can by no means be considered as
having established their suthority, Comeonfort fol?
in consequence of having lost the support of the
Liberal party, which had been from the beginning
the main stay of his power. The astruggle still re-
maius to be earried on between that party, headed
by Juarez, and as yet sustained by the troops and
generals stationed at a distance from Mexico, and
those who in that city have gone over to the side of
the clergy. It may be that the example set by the
troops of the capital will prove contagious, and that
the ether generals and detschments, or most of
them, will a5 suddenly go over to the elerical side.
In that case, the Liberals weuld probably find
themselves obliged to suceumb, and the clerical
party would succeed in the temporary resetablish-
ment of their suthority. This, however, is by no
means certain; nor can the cause of the Liberals
be yet set down as by any means desperate,
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Casapa—New Mixistens,—W o i
appointments in the last Canada (r'::'z .-l m&b;::.‘
* Jokn Ross, to be Keceiver-General of the Province of
" Canada, in the room of the Hom. Joseph C. Morrison,
. resigned; and the Hon. Sidney Smith, to be Poat.

master-Gieneral of the Province, in the room of the
* Hon. Robert Spence, resigned.”

—Mesers Spence and Morrison have resigned,
we presume, because they were thrown out of Par-
lisment at the late elections. A Minister thus de.
defeated must either get himself elected from
some other District—a convenient friend making
way for him—or e must go out, it being deemed
ensential under the British system that a Minister
must have s ecat in Parlisament, There ina flavor
of Popular Sovervignty in this that we like, but how
it would break things in this country '  Just think
of Gen. Cass, with Lecompton on his back, under-
taking to run for Congress next I'all in M ichigan!
or Mr. Toueey in Counecticut' or Mr. Black in
south-western Pennsylinnia’ The bare prospect
would set their teeth chattering six months shead.

e —————

Tue Forr Sxeriive Bare.—Col. Johs tor of
Loucen Co,, Virginia, arrived in our nl‘, T.ifv’.:in
bavirg Leen deputed by the Sergeant-at-Armsof the
House of Representatives to summon witneases in the
onse of the sale of Fort Snelling. He informs ue thst

be bas subpenas for Col. Stewart of st Louis; Cul.
Douseming,  Prairie-du-Chien: Col, Alddob, Major

Matm, Mo’ Frank Steele, Col. Sam, Medary snd Col.
Lapive vi Meadvtae, (94 Pavl diuscsvian, Wi ule



